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COLORED PEOPLE'S FIASS MEETING.

ELarge Gathiendne at Ponglass Insti-
tute—The Becent HMonricide on Ty-
son Street—Case of the Colored Man
Hilled by a Policeman—Action of
the Meeting—Sistement of Grievs
ances—Denuncistory Resolutions.

{Reported for the Baltimore Suan.]

Tn pursuance of a call issued throngh the
presa to “all colored citizens and others in sym-
pathy," a large meeting was breld in Douglass
Institute, on Lexington street, last evening, to
take action in reference_to the rccent Lilling of
Daniel L. Brown, colored. The homicide was
committed at No.41 Tyson strect, near Rich-
mond market, between 1 and 2 o'clock last Sat-
urday morning, by policeman Patrick McDon-
ald, of the morthwestern district, while a social
gathering of colored peoplec was beiwng held at

the house.

The hall at Douglass Instilute was crowded
last evening by male and female colored per-
sons, with two or three white men among the
sudience, The proceedings to be carried oat
had been previously prepared in writing by a
commitiee, and the meeting adjourped in Iess
than an hour after it was conveped. Atthesug-
gestion of the chawrman there was little or no
applause, except after the adyonrnment, and the
audience was orderly throughout. John W.
Locks, George Myers, Lemuel G. Grifin, I, 0. B.
Williams, Dr, H. J. Brown, Richard Mason,
Wm, Waters, Dr, W, H. Winsey, Prof. Willam
Day, Wm. T. Gray, and one or two others, all
colored, took seats upon the stage.

Lemuel G, Grifiin called the meeting to order,
and Jolin W, Locks was made chairman, Mr.
Locks returned thanke, and hioped that prudence
wounld guide the deliberations. George Myery
was chosen secretary,

OBJECT OF THE MEETING.
L. 0. B. Williams stated the object of the meet-
1mg, which he read as follows:

‘he occasion that has eummoned yon here fo-
night is the recent murder of Daniei L. Brown,
in the manner of whose death e feel deeply in-
terested, apd I sincerely believe that every citi-
zen, when le looks into the facts of this case,
will feel that a fearful outrage has been com-
mitted on society, and cspecially upon the col-
ored people of this community.

The statement of Brown's wife made to me
last Sunday morningz, presents the following
facts: That her husband had been emp)oyeﬁ
for several years by IMr. Weeks, a gentleman
largely engaged in sugar refiming, and the ktnd
treatment that her hushand received from his
emgloyer assured her that they thought woll
of hum., That Brown was a quiet, pesceable
aud strictly sober man, end that she was a mem-
ber of Sharp-sirect Methodizst Episcopal Church.
Brown and wife lived ma house rented from
Mr. Allen Martin, to whom ihey paid their rent
promptly. Mrs. Brown eaid that parties or s0-
cial entertainments were not of frequent oceur-
rence in their house, the one on Friday night
berug the Arat one given since last winter, and
that this one was not given by Brown and wite,
but by s Mr. and Birs. Gressom, who rent-
ed o part of the house from Brown. The man
Gressom followed the sea, and wae on the eve
of leaving home for a foreign voyage. Gres-
som’s wifo intended after the departure of her
husband to go to Penn«ylvania, Thie was the
immediate cause of this little social gethering,
which resulted in the Killing of Brown by a
policeman, and the ebrupt dispersion of thoge
who had assembled there for a little social en~
Joyment. Mrs. Drown says that oun Saturday
morning, between the hours of one and two,
the company wasalarmed by a furious knocking
at the front door. Gressom, on openiug the
door, met a policeman, who asked what was
going on there, TWhether it was a cake walkor
a pay party, and if o, had they & permit?
Gressom replied thay it was neither and ex-
plained what it was. The pohceman then de-
manded to see the proprictor of the house, af
the same time using threats that if they did not
make less noise he would arrest them all.
Brown, who was lyieg on a lounge in the back
room, on being informed by his wife thatan
officer wanted to gee him, got up and
went to the front door, when the ofticer
used gretty much the same language to Brown
that he dwd to Gressom. Drown answered the
policeman by saying that he paid rent for s
houge and that they were not making any unu-
sual or unreasohable noise; that they had the
right to enjoy themselves. To this the oficer
responded, ‘‘none of your impudence, or I will
snatch you all,” to which Brown replied,
“snateh.” Mrs. Brown says that tho policeman
then stiuck her husband on the head with his
cepantoon, and a3 Erown fell against the closet
she canght him m her arms. Scewng the ofticer
draw his revolver she hegged him uot to ghoot
her husband, She saye the ofilcer pushed her
agide, saying “damn your husband,” and placing
}i)is rev}z;lve‘x; 11111 Lhchdlrgctlgu olf Browan's head he

xred, us i, er nusoand, .

fge{ieve, Mr. glluxmau, that this is a truth-
ful statemnent of the facts 1n this case, which
alone should appeal for a rigid investigation by
the proper authorities, But while this cuge1s
the occasion of our present slarm, there sre
other causes in conuection with this which for
years have kept us in a state of most anxious
fear, Among these are, first, the liitle protec-
tion, if any, afforded ns by the police in cases of
agsanlt where the ofienders are whitle; second,
the very frequent arrests made, by officers, as
we believe, without warrant or autherity by
entering houses occupied by colored people and
taking them or their children before magis-
trates or to the station-house without showing
aeny warrant for the arrest, but freguently n
answer {o the supplicatious of the parties or
parents to know why they or their children are
thus treated, ere told by the officers to shut up,
oftentimes threatening severe punishment un-
less they keep silent.

‘T'hig is not to be constrned a3 meaning ali po-
licemen, or even speaking disparagingly of the
police force in general, for 1 am personally ac-
guawnted with a number of gentlemen on both
the day and night force who are an honor to the
community, snd I believe would scorn todo a
mean or unworthy act, Yet there arc others of
whom we have & just reason to complain, but
tecling the respounsibility of making such com-
plalnt we hesilate to say anything.3

We have knowledge of cases which have oc-
curred before magzizirates where fines have beea
imposed upon children which thewr parents or
friends bad to pay to save them from being sent
{o prison, and 1n many of these cases there was
no clmr%c that could be legally sustained of
commiiting any ofiense rendering them amena-
ble to fine or imprisonment. These, 1 connec-
tion with many other things that time will not
permit me to mention, together with the recent
shooting of Daniel L. Brown, have made us feel |
that we are insecure in our lives and liberties, i
aud heve cansed us to come here to mght and
attempt with such langusyge nature has given us
to lay our case before the dpeople, and a the bar
of public opinfon plead for simple justice,
humbly, yet earnestly, demanding that we be
efforded the sgame protection in Jife, liberty and
the pursuit of our happincss which white men
enjoy as a right.

1a there anything unreasonable in this? We
tbink not, though eome in advance have con-
demned this meeting, saying 1t will do us harm.
We sympathize with those who sav 8o, for such
bas been our condition that many of us have
thought it better to silently eudure the evils
that we were forced 1o bear than to speak, and
perhaps bring greater evils upon us. “But does
not moral courage require somethinog more than
silence in a case like ours, and if we are not pos-
seased of moral courage, has nature denied us
the Instinct of even nsects and beasts? Does
not the worm writhe and equirm when irod
uponf We believe that when our case s fully
understood ell_good people will take the lead In
securing ample juatice for us. Suppose the
white people had the same cause, what would
be seen in a halllike this? It would be crowded
with the best citizena of Baltinore, and the
voices of the speskers would be heard against
the enormity of the outrage perpetrated, and
their appeal would be sustained by the pulpit
and the press, We to-might make appeal to all
lovers of right and justice to give ourcasea
fayorable hearing and unite with us in demand-
ing equal and exact justice to the violators of
law, whether the offenders be white or black,

PREAMBLE AND RESOLUTIONS.

George Myers, the secretary, ther read the
following preamble and resolutions, which were
unanimously adopted:

Whereas the shooting of Daniel L. Brown by
8 policeman of the northwestern district, on
Saturday morning last, between the hours of 1
and 2 o'clock, while the said Brown and his
family were peacesbly enjoying the plessures of
& littie party given by one of the inmates, was a
wholly unnjustifiable assault upon a citizen in
bis own familg; and whereas said policeman did
enter upon the premises of David L. Brown,
.and did tbere, without cause or reasonable pro-
vocation, assault said Brown by striking a mur-
derous blow on the head with kis club, knock-
ing Brown senseless, so that he fell against a
closet and was canght in the arms of Iis wife,
which alone prevented his falling.to the figor;
and whereas, while Brown was in this helpless
condition, and being sustained on his feet alone
by the arms of his wife, the officer drew his re-
volver, and, regardless of the prayerful entreat-
ies of Brown's wife to ‘“‘spare my husband,”
vdon’t shoot him," said, ‘‘damn your husband,"
thrust the wife aside, placed the revolver to
Brown’s head and delﬁ:emtgly fired, killing the
said Brown; and.whereas this deed wae done by
a policeman, a guardian of the peace, 2nd, as we
confidently belfeve, without cause or provoca-
tion, and theretore without justification: There-

ore

“Be if Resolved, That this ehamefu) murder of
an unofending man in the presence ofhisifamily,
by being shot down like & dog, and that by a
policeman, for no other cause but that he was &
harmlezs colored citizen, forms one of the most
inhuman and outrageous murders that ever
blackened the apnals of crime, and calls for .
quick and speedy punishment of the guilty, who |
has, by this abuse of anthority, brought distress
and sorrow to a ounce bappy family, and cast a
shadow of gloom upon 4 large number of fricnds.

Be it further Resolved, That we, a8 colored
citizens, feeling that our rights to the pursuit of
happiness have been struck down by this foul
sng cruel murder, do appesl to all lovers of jua-
tice to assist us In trying to maintain oar rights
before the law, and to havesthose punished who
violate the law, whether hebe a policeman or &
colored. man..

Resolyed further, That we regard thie murder-
ous assault upon an nnoffending colored citizen,
in his own house; as the culmination of a series
of oppressive gcta’ towards ourrace, Our peo-

pla &rq and Qppd o5 ticowa n iail by

mafi.skratca and constables on the most trivial
and untepable charges—our children are er-
rested and fined in many cases for resisting nor-
sonal assaulte, and we appeal to slf gooa citi-
zcos to aid us in gecuring an cqual profection
from the law and its oficers, asking fos pothing
bat what justice and humanity clearly ensitle us.
OTHER RESOLUTIONS,

Dr. H. T. Brown presented the following reso-
lutions, which he had prepared, and they were
also unapimously adopted:

« Resolyed, That we counsel moderation, for-
bearance and an ample use of discretion on tho
part of colored citizens, believing as we do that
when the facts of this and other cazea <hall be-
come well known end judicially mvestigaled,
the truth will be seen, and the nnfeeling, deftb-
erate criminale will receive the just punféhmcnt
for their ¢rimes.

Resolyed, That it is gratifying to ns to say
that 83 & people we are obedient to the laws of
the State, 8313 fnlly shown by the yery many
6crious and important criminalitivs and petty
offenses of which we are mede the daily subject,
and that without complaint, yet we are nat sub-
missive enough for those persons who still re-
tain their prejudices against color.

LResolved, That the editorials in the Baltimore
American on the wanton murder of Daniel L.
Brown, and in defense of justice, law and the
grievances under which we labor, with the
much-needed rebuke administered by the Balti-
more Sun, express onr undivided views, and for
which we return our sincere gratitude, fecling
thet we certainly need the interposition of some
strong power to assist in protecting and defend-
ing us in the civil and peaceable excrcise ofthe
common rights of man.

Jeesolved, That we court impartial sympathy
by appealing to the board of police commission-
cr3, magstrates, judges of courls, and all others
1 authority, aleo to all good citizens, to give
ug that support and protection to which every
citizen ig entitled under the laws of the Stato,

Resohved, 'That we deeply sgmpathize with
the fomily of our late friend, Dapiel L, Brown,
feeling the depth of the misfortune under which
they are laboring, and that all legal meanz will
be availed ofto vindicate the mejesty of thelaw.

CONCLUDING PROCEEDINGS.

After the adoption of Dr. Brown'g resolutions,
8 motion to edjourn was made from the é:lut-
form, to which much opposition was made in
the audience, several persons asking the privi-
lege of spealing. The chair put the motion,
and, although it was probably defeated, he de-
clared the meeting adjourned.  Zachariah Shar-
per at thie juncture ascended the platform, and
in a loud voice claimed attention. He said: ““I
with to say toall that Daniel L, Brown was a
member of the great Upited Order of Odd-
Fellows, and I want all the members of that
order to bear 1t i mind, and use all the pecu-
nuary means they can talse to aid 1o having the
man pinished who killed him."” Thesc remarks
were received with shouts of applause. In a
few n.:liuutcs afterwards the crowd quietly dis-
persed.
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